
Materials from Reuse 
& Recycling Centres

Borough bulky  
waste collections

Street sweeping and 
fly tipped waste

Garden and  
food waste

In the facility, larger recyclable materials including wood, 

plastic and metal will be extracted and smaller recyclable 

materials will be separated out. In total, the Resource 

Recovery Facility will recycle up to 135,000 tonnes of 

materials every year.

NLWA is investing £100 million to build flagship recycling facilities to help boost 

recycling. The Resource Recycling Facility will be one of the largest publicly owned 

facilities of its kind in London. The diagram below shows the extraction of recycling from 

different collection points, through the resource recovery facility to an end destination.

Boosting recycling in north London

After the materials are 
sorted and separated the 
extracted recyclable items are 
transported for onward reuse 
and recycling. Anything that 
can’t be recycled goes to the 
Energy Recovery Facility.

Scan this code to find out 
more about what happens 
inside the Resource 
Recovery Facility

Trucks drop the collected 
materials at the Resource 
Recovery Facility for 
sorting and separation.

Sent to anaerobic digestion 
facilities to be turned into 
fertilizer and used at local 
farms.

Sent to facilities to be 
composted for use in local 
farms and horticultural 
settings.

Used by Forest Recycling 
Group, a local community 
group in Waltham Forest.

Plastic and metal are sent for 
recycling and made into new 
products.

Reusable items are sold to 
members of the public and  
un-reusable items are recycled 
for use in the industry. 

NLWA is running a pioneering 
scheme to recycle 75,000 
mattresses each year. 

Used to make new products 
such as chipboard, animal 
bedding and garden mulches.

Sorted into different types and 
reprocessed into a wide range 
of objects.

NLWA has launched a trial to 
compact polystyrene products 
and recycle it separately.

Unrecyclable materials are 
sent to the Energy Recovery 
Facility. 

unrecyclable

Resource Recovery Facility


